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June 29, 1993

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EIU TO HOST FIRST BLACK STUDENT REUNION
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University will host its
first Black Student All-Classes Reunion July 9-11.
Black alumni living in the area are invited to the reunion
which begins on Friday, July 9, with registration from 1 to 8
p.m. at Eastern's Afro-American Culture Center, 1525 7th Street,
Charleston.
Following registration, ·representatives from Eastern's
Office of Minority Affairs will welcome alumni to campus during a
"get acquainted and networking" reception at the Culture Center.
"The reunion will give alumni an opportunity to renew old
friendships and reestablish a connection with a past that they
remember fondly," said Mona Davenport, reunion chair.
Activities on saturday, July 10, include professional
development workshops from 9 to 10:30 a.m., followed by a minority affairs/student-faculty update, all held in the University
Union.
Alumni are also invited to a picnic Saturday afternoon at
the campus pond pavilion south of Lantz Gymnasium. Food will be
served from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

They may also attend a banquet at
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8 p.m. Saturday in the Union's Grand Ballroom .
During the banquet, two Eastern retirees will be honored.
They include Bill Ridgeway, professor of zoology who has been on
the Eastern faculty since 1966, and James Johnson, former dean of
Student Personnel Services . A dance in the Union's Old Ballroom
will follow the banquet.
Activities will come to a close on Sunday, July 11, with a
farewell brunch from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Old Ballroom.
Reservations are required for all events and may be made by
calling Mona Davenport or Johnetta Jones in Eastern's Office of
Minority Affairs at {217) 581-6694 or 581-6690.
-30-

